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and diplomats who succumb to appearances
and announce the corruption of the State,
The thinker discerns the life that is latent, and
the sap that will rise again. It takes genius
to predict a resurrection* Madame de Stael
foretold the resurrection of the State of Prus-
sia. She hoped for that of the whole German
nation, and marked out the conditions for it

The principal obstacles arise out of certain
characteristics: the Germans are too apt to
confound " obstinacy with energy, rudeness
with firmness/' They have certain social vir-
tues, but they are the virtues of weakness*
They are, she says, visionary, good, faith-
ful, loyal, sincere, full of kindness, little in-
clined to war, submissive to power even to a
servile degree, slow even to inertia; they put
poetry into everything, and all their poetry
they put to music. Their character is ** patchy/"
like their country. Only a national spirit, by
providing a united nation for them, can de*
velop in them the quality which they lack.
This would make them revolt against the for-
eign arm which now holds them subject, and
against the foreign influence which now warps
the course of nature. They imitate too much,
indeed, and too openly. They are too cosmo-
politan; they are too eager to know and to
understand all things, even at the risk of losingil who is the con-d in all the
